
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
10/14/16 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Drivers Needed Oct. 28th to the Exploratorium.  Drop off at 9:30 am 
pick up at 2:00 pm.  You can drop and go or stay and join us! 

- Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

- Ava Glasgow  - 7th Grade 
- Charlie Wiltsee  - 7th Grade 

- 7A homeroom Parent Teacher Conferences:  there are still a few 
spots left!  You may use the following information to sign up for a 
conference: 

- www.ptcfast.com/reg1 
- Code:  HVF1156390 

 
SMART CAMPAIGN 
MS Parents - Please don't forget to donate to the Willow Creek 
Foundation’s SMART campaign. The SMART campaign raises money 
annually to bridge the funding gap. This is where I get my classroom 
budget for classroom/student supplies, field trips, etc. Donations also 
support the Art Teacher, Music Teacher, the Librarian and many other 
important programs that directly benefit our kids.  
 
You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by 
cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, 
please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day 
Of Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in 
before then! And I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way 
sometime next week. 

http://www.ptcfast.com/reg1
http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate


Thank you so much for your support! 
 
Science -   
7th Grade:  
Our Engineering teams finished their final product this week. Their client 
(Mr. Devol) was a difficult customer and demanded that the flashlight be 
lightweight, be able to focus its light and increase and decrease the amount 
of light it produces in order to get their full payment. 

 
Our working flashlights!  
 
 
 
8th Grade: 



This week, 8th grade compared CHEMICAL and PHYSICAL reactions.  We 
did quite a bit of front loading learning about valence electrons, how to 
make a Bohr Model and what atomic bonding is.  Also, 8B created the main  
 
  

 
 
English Language Arts 



     7th Grade: We continue reading through the play “Pygmalion” by 
George Bernard Shaw. We will begin to write our argumentative/persuasive 
essays next week (mid-term assessment).  
     8th Grade: We have started our next novel, “To Kill A Mockingbird.” 
We have been reading this classic in class, as well as at home.  Please 
make sure your children are keeping up on their reading homework 
assignments.  I look forward to meeting with you at our Parent Teacher 
Conferences on Monday, October 17th. If you have not signed up for a 
time, please do so.  I am open to meeting with parents at other times/dates, 
just send me an email on your availability. I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
  
  
 
Social Studies 

7th Grade :  We spent the week learning about the foundations of 
Catholicism the role it played in the development of Medieval 
Europe!  Next week, the beginnings of Islam and Medieval Middle 
East.  Being so close to the Byzantine Empire was going to be a good 
thing...right? 
 
8th Grade :  This week, focused on some of the difficulties faced by 
our founding fathers when creating the Constitution.  Next week, 
we go into actual functions of the government and why we needed 
checks and balances. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 
This was a short, but fun week in 7th grade. While 7a completed their Unit 2 
tests, 7b broke into workshop groups to focus on individual needs from 
multiplication and long division, to probability spinners built from fractions 
with unlike denominators.  
 



We then continued work with negative integers culminating in great game 
where students tried to best each other by strategically filling out an array with 
numbers from -8 to 8. (ask them about the math game and battle them at home!) 
 
8th Grade: 
 
The best moment this week came when some of 9th graders from Tam 
(consisting of some of our best 8th graders from last year) battled our current 
8th graders in simplifying a pretty ugly expression. WCA class of 2017 worked 
together to simplify the expression with algebra tiles in about 15 seconds, while 
the high schoolers took a few minutes!  
 
We finished the week with the unit test, and I’m excited to see how they did! 
 

 
 



 
 

Accessing Materials: 
I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 

started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 
 

 
 

http://sso.cpm.org/

